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upon the King to proffer their aid, and he embraced
them all, even to the cobblers; the cobblers gave
five thousand livres in their patriotic pride, and the
other orders contributed liberally.

There had been only a few hours in which it
might have been possible to capture Paris by a sud-
den advance; they were allowed to pass, and the
opportunity did not return. Louis took the field at
the head of an army of over forty thousand men,
and the invaders were content to retreat unmolested
and carry away their plunder in safety.

The invasion of 1636 marked the most disastrous
period of the war. Although the French and their
allies made slow progress, on the whole they fared
better than their adversaries. In 1637, Ferdinand
II. died, closing a career which had caused untold
misery to the world, had laid waste a great part of
Germany, and checked the material and intellectual
growth of the country for a century. Though his
hopes had not been fully realised, and the Edict of
Restitution proved incapable of execution, the com-
plete ascendancy of Catholicism in the hereditary
dominions of the House of Austria was assured. It
had been the project dearest to the Emperor's heart,
he had hesitated at no means to secure that end,
and he had not failed in his purpose. So his life
was crowned with the success which he most desired.
He was succeeded by his son, Ferdinand III., his
superior in humanity and his inferior in strength of
will.

Ferdinand's death produced little effect. Except
some victories which Bernard of Weimar won forics of the various trades waited* Theis victoriese was slow in putting his.forces to, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
